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An information session for parents to explain the changes to assessment 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A4T7cToOXfk


Assessment 
Life After Levels 

• Definitions – What is assessment and why do we 
need it? 

• Assessment for learning – Removal of levels. 

• Changes in expectations- Pitch and progression. 



 Questioning 

 Marking 

 Observation 

 Dialogue 

 Testing 

 

What is assessment? 

Testing is just one element of assessment.  



Pupil • What do I know? 
• What do I need to do next? 
• Am I getting better? 

Teachers • Where are they in relation to where they need to be? 
• What are the gaps in their knowledge and 

understanding? 
• What do they need to learn next? 

Parents • What can they do? 
• What do they need to know next? 
• Where are they in relation to where they should be? 
• How can I help? 

Leaders & External 
Agencies 

• Are the children meeting expectations? 
• Are they making progress? 
• Is provision as good as it should be? 
• Are there groups making less progress than others? 

Who wants to know what? 



Summative Assessment – Testing:  
 

Purposes of statutory assessment 

The main purpose of statutory assessment is to ascertain 

what children have achieved in relation to the attainment 

targets outlined in the national curriculum. 

 

The main intended uses of the outcomes are to: 

• hold schools accountable for the attainment and 

progress made by their children  

• inform parents and secondary schools about the 

performance of individual children 

• enable benchmarking between schools, as well as 

monitor performance locally and nationally.  
 

(Standards & Testing Agency) 



“People talk about assessment as 
though it’s separate to teaching. For me 
assessment is what you have to do to be 
able to teach effectively.” 

A teacher’s view of assessment… 



Pupil’s view on assessment, marking and 
feedback… 

“I like to check my next steps and 
find out what I have done well. I 
want to know how to get better at 
what I am doing.” 



The government’s view… 
“Levels have been a distracting, over-
generalised label, giving misleading 
signals…Crucially, levels have failed to give 
parents clarity over how their children are 
performing.” 



Our view… 
Assessment should support good teaching and 
learning. It should help teachers and students 

keep track of progress and drive improvement. 

Assessment is for learning! 



Good assessment is an 
intrinsic tool of the teaching 

and learning cycle.  

Assessment can be an 

evaluation of what children have 

learnt at a given point in time 

Assessment can also be an on-going 

process which is integral to teaching 

and learning 



Assessment for Learning 

Assessment 

Next  

Steps 

Monitoring 

Establish where 

the learners are. 

Establish where 

they need to go. 

Establish how 

they are going to 

get there. 

Short term and long 

term expectations. 

Assessment,  
planning and 

teaching 



A 
chance 
to find 
out… 

…what has changed! 



 No more numbered levels 

 Lift in expectations 

 Changes to Year 6 and Year 2 testing arrangements 

 

 

Changes 



                                                                     
 

 

 
PREVIOUS EXPECTATIONS: AVERAGE POINT 

SCORES (APS) & LEVELS 

APS 7 9 11 13 15 17 19 21 23 25 27 29 31 33 35 37 39 41 
1c 1b 1a 2c 2b 2a 3c 3b 3a 4c 4b 4a 5c 5b 5a 6c 6b 6a 

NC 
level 

Level  
1 

Level 
2 

Level  
3 

Level 
4 

Level 
5 

Level 
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Academic Expectations For All 
 
 Key Stage 1 (Years 1 and 2): Expectation between 5 and 6 APS each year 
 Key Stage 2 (Years 3,4,5,6) : Expectation 3 and 4 APS each year 

 
14 APS – Expected 
16 APS – Good 



Reporting without Levels 
Emerging Working 

within 
Expected Exceeding 

Pupil learning is 
chiefly focussed 
on the criteria 
for the band. 
There may be 
minimal 
elements of the 
previous band 
still to gain 
complete 
confidence in  

Pupil learning 
is fully 
focussed on 
the criteria for 
the band. Up 
to 70% of the 
statements 
are 
confidently 
achieved   
 

Confidence in all 
of the criteria for 
the band. There 
may be pupil 
learning still 
focussed on 
gaining thorough 
confidence in 
some minimal 
elements but the 
broad 
expectations for 
the band have 
been met.  

Pupil is 
working at a 
level above 
the expected 
band for their 
current age 
group.  
 



 

Annual Report  
•It is really important for parents to understand that the expectations of the new 
Curriculum are much higher at the end of each year group.  
 
•Pupils being judged on the expectations for the end of Year 5 for example, will still 
have gaps and may not reach the ‘expected outcomes for their year group’ as they 
have only complete one year of the new curriculum.  
 
•There is also a focus on children being able to explore the curriculum in more 
depth and being able to apply their learning before moving on – the concept of 
MASTERY. So it is likely that not so many children will be ‘exceeding’ because of 
these raised expectations.  



 

Assessment in the Foundation Stage 
has not changed  

 

A child who achieves 30—50 
months—Secure with 
elements of 40—60 months 
Entering is considered to be 
at a good level of 
development on entry to 
the Foundation Stage Class.  

 

A children who achieves 
‘Early Learning Goals—
Expected’ is considered to be 
at a good level of 
development a the end of 
the Foundation Stage.  

 

Progress – it is really important to remember that some children do not 
achieve a ‘Good level of Development’ as defined by the DfE, but will 
have made amazing progress from their own starting point in the 
Foundation Stage.  



 

Early Years Foundation Stage  
•The Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum has not changed.  
•It is still based on 7 areas of learning.  
 
Prime Areas  
Personal, Social & Emotional Development  
Communication & Language  
Physical development  
Specific Areas  
English  
Mathematics  
Understanding the World  
Expressive Arts and Design  
Theses areas are then broken down into 17 strands.  



End of Year 1 Phonics Test 











Writing: 

o Increased challenge, including developing “stamina”  for writing  

o Longer compositions and proof-reading of own writing; 

o Increased focus on composition, structure and convention; 

o Deeper focus on learning grammar and punctuation; 

 Joined writing expected in Year 2. 

Reading: 

 Emphasis on reading widely for pleasure, re-reading books and 
reading aloud; 

 Increased focus on engaging with and answering questions. 

 Learning of poetry (including reciting poetry) introduced. 

Spelling: 

 Specific spellings, e.g. days of the week, prefixes & suffixes; 

 Pupils expected to write sentences dictated by the teacher. 

English in KS1  

 



Spelling Expectations at End of 
KS1 



Grammar expectations at the end of KS1… 







Writing: 

 Greatly increased expectations in grammar and punctuation;  

 Children have to identify and label complex grammatical concepts, 
punctuation and spelling rules; 

 Expectation that children expertly use and apply the grammar and 
punctuation concepts in independent writing to create specific 
effects; 

Reading: 

 Read for pleasure; 

 Word reading: pupils applying their knowledge to understand the 
meaning of new words; 

 Learning of classic & modern poetry (including reciting poetry) 
introduced. 

Spelling: 

 Statutory lists of words to be learnt in Years 3 - 6; 

 Specific spelling rules to be taught. 

English in KS2   

 



Spelling Expectations at the End 
of KS2 



Grammar and Punctuation. 





There have been some significant changes to the Maths 
curriculum. Reasoning, fluency and problem solving are at the 
heart of the maths curriculum. 

 

 Times tables up to 12 x12  

 Probability and calculator skills have been moved to KS3, so 
they are no longer explicitly taught in Years 5 & 6 

 Roman numerals are now introduced in Y3 

 Greater expectations in terms of calculating with fractions, 
algebra and geometry. 

 Written calculations using formal written methods. 

 Many objectives moved to lower age groups. 

 

 

Changes: Maths 



 Year  2 

 

Maths Changes by year group - overview 



• Year 5 



• Year 6 

Many level 5 objectives now part of expected level for year 6 



There have been some significant changes to the Maths tests.  

 

 Arithmetic paper at KS1 and 2 

 Reasoning paper 1 at KS1 and 2 papers kS2 

 

 Emphasis on mastering ideas before moving on.  Building on 
concepts.  Not revisiting 3 times a year. 

 Assessing in every lesson, daily catch up, quizzes at the end 
of units, teaching for understanding not just for tests. Lots 
of emphasis on talk. 

 

Changes: Maths 











Currently… 
• The shift in expectations is seen most markedly 

in upper KS2.  

• Age related expectations have shifted between 
12 and 18 months.  
 



This Year 2016 
• All year groups will be assessed against the 

revised assessment criteria. 

• Y6 and Y2 tests will be delivered for the 1st time.  

• Yr1 Phonics testing and EYFS teacher assessment 
will continue  

• New Reception baseline assessments have been 
trialled and dropped. 



 For Parents of children in year 6 Mrs Simpson will now 
provide more detail of the changes in assessment. 

 For all other age groups the class teachers are 
available to ask questions. 

 Examples of maths assessment questions for all age 
groups  are available for you to look at. 

 This presentation will be available shortly on the 
school website. 

Thank you for making the time to be 
here this evening 


