
 

RICHARD TAYLOR 
CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 

Our Christian faith and values are the living heart of a community where everyone’s contribution is respected. Our school is a place 

where all know that they are safe and loved as children of God. 

Ofsted April 2017: ‘The school lives out its Christian and British values with integrity and fervour. There is a tangible sense of 
community, care, respect of, and value for, others as soon as you enter the school and as pupils and staff carry out their daily work.’  

 
Head Teacher:  Mr Andrew Symonds BA Hons 

Richard Taylor C of E Primary School, Bilton Lane, Harrogate, HG1 3DT. 

Tel:01423 563078  Email: admin@richardtaylor.ycway.uk 
Part of Yorkshire Causeway Schools Trust, a charitable company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales with company number 7663935. 

Registered Office: St. Aidan’s Church of England High School, Oatlands Drive, Harrogate, North Yorkshire, HG2 8JR. 

                            

 
 

Monday 25th January 2021. 
 
 

Message to All Parents and Carers 
 
I am writing, three weeks into the latest period of lockdown to say well done to everyone for the fantastic job 
that you are all doing! I know from speaking to many parents that the latest lockdown is a tough experience for 
everyone; there are days when simply surviving and getting to the end of the day is enough of a success. The 
weather is miserable and cold and there is no immediate end to the current restrictions; everyone’s mental 
health and wellbeing is taking a bit of a battering .  
 
I want you to know that we think you are doing a wonderful job. We have an incredibly hard-working staff who 
want to provide your children with the best possible learning experiences; we will continue to set and respond  
to lots of work each week via our seesaw links. We will be building upon the live sessions which we began 
across key stage two last week and hope to rollout across key stage one this week; please be patient with us 
as we overcome the technical hiccups which technology throws at us. 
 
We want everyone to know that we are there for them. The first priority is that our children know that they are 
safe, loved and cared for. When days go well and everyone succeeds, congratulate your children for their 
achievements and give yourself a pat on the back. However, on the days when nothing works, and the 
challenge of balancing your own work commitments and the needs of your children heaps extra pressure on 
you please remember to give yourselves and your children a break. We know that everyone’s circumstances 
are very different and we appreciate that it isn’t always possible to keep every plate spinning at the same time. 
All we ask is that everyone does the best that they can. Please remember we are here for all our families and 
if you need to get in touch please do. Whether it is for support with learning or just the need for reassurance 
and support, we are here for you. Stay safe, take care and remember that you are part of a school community 
that know what an amazing job you are doing. 
 
 
Teams Live Learning Meetings 
 
The process of establishing live class sessions across key stage two has started last week. We are aware that 
there have been a few technical problems, in most cases they have been resolved reasonably quickly. If your 
child is struggling to access their teams invites please let us know. 
Please can we remind all parents of the need to make sure their children join the start of every meeting muted 
and that they leave the teams group at the end of the live session. 
Parents of children in key stage one should have received their teams passwords and user names, please 
keep them safe as, if lost, they can only be reset but the IT support team at St Aidan’s. Your class teacher will 
be in touch this week with initial arrangements for your first live meeting.  
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Space Age Growing Tower 
 
Below is the first picture of a very special piece of equipment which arrived in school and was constructed by 
Mr Gibbons. Whilst it may look like a space robot it is in fact Mrs Crisell’s brand new growing tower which she 
is going to use to grow enough produce to feed a class using the same technology as the space station. I look 
forward to showing you the changes over the next few weeks as Mrs Crisell gets things growing. 
 

 
 
Finally, like you, we all await further news about the time scales regarding the current lockdown. As soon as I 
receive any updates I will share them with you. Until then, stay safe and keep going. 
 

 
 
Andrew Symonds  


