
Welcome back to one of the busiest half term of the school 

year. I hope by now that you will have received and read the 

letter updating the situation regarding safeguards against 

COVID-19 which we are continuing to put in place at RTS. The 

message is that the virus is still present in our community and 

to be able to continue to educate our children in school where 

they belong we all need to continue to follow government 

guidance.  

Remembering to keep moving when delivering and collecting 

your children and moving away from the school site if you wish to catch up with 

family or friends will help to reduce the risk of infection spread.  

If you or your child show any symptoms of COVID-19 please remember to take a 

test before you send them to school. 

The school will shortly be receiving our supply of carbon-dioxide monitors for 

every classroom which will be used to ensure we are maintaining a good flow of 

fresh air in each area.   

     COVID-19 Updates   

School gets Invite to COP26.  
I am delighted to inform you that we have been given the honour of  being one of 

the select number of schools from across the country to be invited to send a video 

to COP26. This will be shown to delegates on 

Friday 5th November which has been designat-

ed Youth Climate Change Day. Our video will 

highlight the work that Mrs Crisell has done with 

staff across school to promote environmental 

education with a focus on understanding the 

way in which we can grow our own produce us-

ing different techniques. 

The next two weeks will see the children partici-

pate in lots of learning focused on green issues. 

One activity will see them writing their own let-

ters to planet Earth where they will consider 

what they have to be grateful to the Earth for 

and how they will endeavor to do something 

that will save the Earth for generations to come. 

See the information from or Eco Experts later in 

this edition for more recycling news.  
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Key dates for the autumn 
2nd  half term. 

Mon 9th Nov Flu Vaccina-
tion in School. 

Thurs 11th Nov New Par-
ents’ Reading Evening. 
6.30pm 

Thurs 18th Friends Shop-
ping Event at St John’s 
Church 

Fri 19th Nov Children in 
Need Day. Non Uniform. 

Wed 1st Dec Advent Ser-
vice at St John’s Church 
4pm. 

Fri 3rd Dec Christmas 
Fair. Santa Fun Run am 

Wed 8th Dec Infant Na-
tivity Broadcast  

Fri 10th Dec. Christmas 
Jumper Day/ School 
Christmas Lunch  

Thurs 16th School Carol 
Service 10am 

Fri 17th School Finishes 
2pm  
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Friends of Richard Taylor welcome new and familiar faces, if you would like to get involved or have any 
fundraising ideas we would love to hear from you. Our email address is 
friendsofrichardtaylorschool@gmail.com 
The next event on the Friends fundraising calendar is the shopping evening that will be taking place on 
18th November at St John’s Church. It will be a great opportunity to get some early Christmas Shopping 
done with lots of craft and gift stalls. 
I would like to thank the friends for supporting the school by funding a very special Christmas Perfor-
mance by the wonderful Christian Theatre Group ‘Riding Lights’ The performance of Fizzy Finn finds his 
Feet will be shown to all of the children during the last week of this half term. 
There will be more information about the school’s traditional Christmas Fair being held on Friday 3rd De-
cember in the next newsletter. 
 
Richard Taylor also offers a prayer support group. Any prayer requests can be emailed to prayeratrichard-
taylor@gmail.com . All requests are treated confidentially.  

Friends News  

 Music News  
One thing that everyone in school has been thrilled to hear is the return of the school choir led by Mrs. 
Wake and supported by Mrs Brownbridge on the piano. At this time of year we have begun to hear the 
first Christmas songs and carols being practised. 
With COVID in mind one thing that the choir will be doing is recording a very special performance for the 
Methodist Chapel Christmas Lunch Club, which will be hosted on the RTS YouTube channel. If you know 

of any group or organisation which would appreciate being able to 
watch this performance please let us know and we will arrange to 
provide them with a link. 
The Christmas Choir Concert is one of the highlights of the year. 
Whilst we will not be able to squeeze everyone into the hall we are 
hoping to invite parents to join the choir outside for an atmospheric 
performance of carols old and new on Tuesday 14th December after 
dark. 
The hope is that parents who join us well wrapped up will be able 
to social distance and participate in the singing whilst seasonal 
refreshments will be served outside by the RTS friends.  
 

Sports News  
The girls Football Team, led by Mr Starkey, performed 
brilliantly at their recent tournament before half term. 
They came a very close second at the event held at 
Harrogate High School and as a result have qualified 
for the local finals event.  
Thank you to all of the parents who supported the 
event. 
 
Congratulations to the children in both Swaledale and 
Nidderdale who took part in Harrogate Town’s Active 
October Challenge, see right, and clocked up some 
impressive results. Well done to everyone who took part. 
 
Finally, it was great to see so many children enjoying the first 
session of Chess Club. Many of the children were taking up 
Chess for the first time and everyone had a great time. Thank 
you to Mr Rawcliffe from the Harrogate Chess Association who 
is giving up his own time to teach the children. 
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The children from Swaledale and Nidderdale Classes had a great time during their recent Egyptian Day. 

As well as dressing up and building their own pyramids they learnt about the way Egyptians mummified 

Pharaohs and investigated the ingredients which went into Egyptian Balm. The photos show children 

from Nidderdale building their pyramids. Thanks to all of the staff for their hard work in preparing the 

day with special mention to Mrs Anthony who was our mummifier in chief. 

     Classes go Egyptian 

Fun Club News 
Fun Club has started the year really well and are busier than ever, thanks to Ashley and her wonderful 

team for sending us the photos below showing the children having fun.Last week the club celebrated Di-

vali and  bonfire night as well as setting up a construction area which the children loved!  
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Keeping in Touch 
There are many ways that you can keep in touch with the school. If we have your e mail and mobile 
phone number you will receive regular communications from the school. 
The scholarpack app will also allow you to receive messages to your phone. 
We have a twitter account which we use to share good news stories with friends and parents which you 
can follow at @RTSPrimarySch  
The school website is regularly updated with photos and events. The weekly Headteacher’s Blog which 
celebrates all things RTS is updated with news and information at the start of every week and can be 
found at http://rtsharrogate.com/category/head-teacher/  
We are always at the door in the morning and available by e mail and telephone to answer any questions 
that you may have about things happening in school. 
If you need to find something out, and you can’t find it anywhere else please get in touch, we are always  
ready to answer your questions and queries.  



With COP26 on the agenda our ECO experts, led by Miss Sherwood are some of the 

busiest  ambassadors in school. They are meeting regularly and planning lots of ways to help RTS be-

come a greener, ECO friendly environment. 

One exciting project is the Toy Take Back Scheme that they are introducing. The Eco Ambassadors are 

looking to collect broken plastic toys to recycle and working tech which has been wiped of personal data 

to reuse. They will then receive tokens that they will be able to spend on books for the school. Please 

send in any broken plastic toys or old working tech that you are happy to be recycled over the term. 

There are collection boxes in the school entrance. 

The photo to the left show Mrs Crisell, Mr Gib-
bons and Simon with some of the children 
from Bishopdale Class. 
Simon visited school to bless the brand new 
polytunnel as part of an outdoor harvest wor-
ship which the whole school attended. As you 
can see the sun shone on everyone. 

 

Harvest Gifts 
The team from the Harrogate Food Bank arrived after half term to 
collect the huge number of items donated by our generous families. 
 
It will come as no surprise to hear that the need has never been 
greater across Harrogate and that every item donated would be 
quickly distributed to people in desperate need. 
 
The photo show both community and class ambassadors from 
Wharfedale meeting the Harrogate Foodbank Team .  

Children in Need Day  
One of the annual traditions at RTS which the children enjoy is the giant picture of Pudsey bear made 
from donated pennies and spare change. 
There are obvious reasons why we feel it would not be wise to have children and staff handling hundreds 

of coins in school. We are also aware that there is a lot less coinage in 
circulation at the moment. 
However we still want to mark Children in Need Day on Friday 19th  
November and so we will be holding a non-uniform day to raise funds. 
The children will be encouraged to wear yellow as the colour of Pudsey. 
If your child would not feel comfortable wearing yellow, they are wel-
come to come to school in any bright or comfortable clothing which is not 
school uniform. The suggested donation is £1.  

Eco News  

Staffing News  
Many of you will be thinking about Mrs Simpson who is currently off school. 
We are in regular contact with her and she wants everyone to know how 
grateful she is for the messages of support that she has received. 
She is a hugely valued member of our staffing family and she will remain in 
our thoughts and prayers as she continues on her journey of treatment and 
recovery.  
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Jo’s Cookery News  
There is lots of news to share from Jo and her team in the RTS kitchen. The school’s 
Christmas lunch will be held on Friday 10th December. Jo will also be selling the best 
mince pies in Harrogate via the school office from the week beginning Monday 6th 
December. 
The recipe which features in this newsletter is her popular Bonfire Cupcakes  

 
200 grams Sugar,200 grams Butter,200 grams Self Raising 
Flour ,1 teaspoon Baking powder 
4 eggs ,50 grams Cocoa powder 
1 Bag small Marshmallows 
Method  
Place Sugar, butter flour, eggs, cocoa powder and baking powder in a mixing 
bowl. 
Mix together until light and fluffy. 
Set out some muffin cases approx. 12 
Share the mixture out between the muffin cases. 

Bake in a pre- heated oven at 180 for 20 minutes until soft to the touch  
Remove from the oven and arrange Marshmallow all over the top.  
Place back in the oven for 5 minutes until the marshmallows are soft to the touch. 
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Reading Evening  
The reading evening for new parents will take place on Thursday 11th November starting at 6.30 in 
the school hall with refreshments available from 6.15pm.  
At the meeting staff will provide families with information on how to support their child as an early 
reader, how school’s use synthetic phonics as the building blocks for reading; how we teach reading in 
school and what to do if your child is a reluctant reader. 
We recognise that the disruption caused by COVID-19 in 2020-2021 meant some of last year’s new 
parents missed the opportunity to participate in a reading evening. 
To ensure that everyone gets the chance to talk reading with our team we are opening the invitation 
to any parent of a child in either EYFS or year one who wishes to join us. 
Parents who attend will also be able to take away a pack of resources and tips for reading.  

School of the Week 

 https://yourharrogate.co.uk/schools/school-of-the-week-2/  

Your Harrogate is a new local radio station featuring a friend of the school 
from his time on Stray FM, Nick Hancock. Each week they are featuring a 
school as their school of the week.  
For the week beginning Monday 8th November RTS is their chosen school of 
the week. 
As well as an article on the school’s website there will be interviews with some 
of the children at RTS that will be broadcast across the week via the website. 
If you would like to find out more please follow the link above. 

Book Fair  
The annual scholastic book fair arrives at school this week. Par-
ents will already have had a separate letter providing details of 
how the fair will run this year.  
Our new reading ambassadors will be helping to run the event 
alongside Mrs Warburton and Mrs Crisell.  
Please contact the school office if you have any questions.  
A percentage of the profits made at the fair are returned to 
school allowing us to buy new reading books for the classes at 
RTS. 

https://yourharrogate.co.uk/schools/school-of-the-week-2/


 Walk to School  
Thank you to everyone who participated in our recent walk to school day. 
The statistics show that over 78% of the families in school took the oppor-
tunity to walk to school with Nidderdale coming top of the classes with 
100% of the class walking for the day. 
We fully recognise that for some people walking to school is simply not an 
option due to the distance which they travel. By encouraging those who can 
to walk to school we are hopefully reducing our carbon footprint and mak-
ing life easier for those people who need to park safely when delivering 
their children to school. 
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Armistice Day  
This year’s armistice day commemorations will be held in school on 

Thursday 11th November. As well as a recorded act of worship which 

will be shared with all of the classes we will be coming together as a 

community to hold a special two minutes silence in the school play-

ground. The children of all ages have shown huge respect and dignity 

in remembering those men and women from the past who have served 

their country. 

Fire Safety Talks  
We are always grateful to the wonderful team from Harrogate Fire 
and Safety who have been into school to deliver their important fire 
safety message to the children at RTS. 
 
Nev and Shane from Harrogate Fire Station talked to the children 
about fire safety in general and bonfire / firework safety in particular. 
The pair were a great hit with the children. 
 
The photograph shows Shane resplendent in his fire retardant gear. 
 

Santa Fun Run & Christmas Dates 
The Children all enjoy the special events which take place throughout the festive season; we 
also know how much they enjoy a run and so we are going to combine both events with a spe-
cial charity Santa fun run on Friday 3rd December we are encouraging the children to wear 
something red, put on a Santa hat or go the full hog and dress up as Father Christmas to take 
part in a charity fun run for Cancer Research.  
It is a charity which is very close to the hearts of many staff who know someone, either family 
or friend, who has been affected by this terrible illness. We are asking the children to make a 
donation (£1 suggested) to take part in the run. We are aware that some children don’t like 
dressing up but would still wish to participate in the 
run, these children can run in what ever kit they feel 
comfortable in.  
The more jolly santas that we have the more festive 
the event will be. A lot of staff have already commit-
ted to going the full St Nicholas for the jog. 
Look out for more details of this event nearer the 
date. 



Super Pupils  
Congratulations to all of 
our wonderful yellow 
jumper wearers who 
have been chosen from 
each class for their 
hard work, fantastic 
behaviour and positive 
attitude. 
We will soon be choos-
ing our next set of su-
per pupils to celebrate 
across school. 
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School Ambassadors  
We are incredibly proud of our school ambassadors, they are children 
from across school who have volunteered to take a leading role in sup-
porting the wider life of the school. The photograph shows two of our 
Bistro Buddies who help the younger children at lunchtime.  
We have a wide range of fantastic role models who have volunteered to 
become ambassadors for reading, science, sport, worship, the environ-
ment, fairtrade, school council and pupil wellbeing.  
In future newsletters we will share with you some of the activities that 
they have participated in during the year.  

Jay’s Cake Sale 
We are very proud of all our children but would like to 
say a special thank you to Jay from Coverdale class who 
before half term spent a week baking buns to raise mon-
ey for the plants and seeds that will be grown in our new 
polytunnel. 
Jay is an enthusiastic gardener who loves spending time 
in the schools vegetable plots. 
Jay was ably supported by Mrs Littlefair and his cakes 
went down a treat with some of the junior classes. The 
photo shows Jay in his wonderful chef’s hat serving hap-
py customers. 
Well done Jay! 

Serving the Community  
We recognise that our children are important role models in the wid-
er community and so we are delighted to be able to share how proud 
we are of Chloe, Annabel and Anna. The girls sold their handmade 
bracelets at a recent St John’s Church Fair . They helped raise money 
for charities working to support communities in Hati, their hard work  
contributed to the total raised of £550.  
They will be at the next coffee morning in November and so hopeful-
ly will sell more bracelets for another charity.  



Richard Taylor Trust 
You may not be aware but when Richard Taylor and his brother Francis established the school 
in 1785 they also created a trust fund to support the children of Bilton, which still exists to this 
day. The Richard Taylor Trust are wonderful friends and supporters of the school and I wanted 
to let you know how they have supported the school this term. They have generously supplied 

the school with the funds to purchase a wide range 
of small world toys and story sacks for the young-
est children. In addition they have purchased visu-
alisers for a number of classes (see picture right) 
They are a wonderful resource which allows teach-
ers to display the children’s work directly onto the 
classroom smartboard. Thanks to the Trust the chil-
dren are already benefitting from these expensive 
but invaluable pieces of equipment.  
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Mrs Crisell Collects her Special Award  
Mrs Crisell is far too modest to blow her own trumpet and so I am  
delighted to be able to inform you that she has been awarded the  
Primary Science Teacher Award endorsed by the Royal Society of  
Biology at a recent gala presentation for her outstanding work in the 
field of primary science.  
She has been made a lifetime fellow of the Primary Science Teaching 
Trust in recognition of her contribution to primary science. 
The photograph shows Mrs Crisell holding her certificate. As a school 
we have been awarded the prestigious Primary Science Quality Mark, 
Outreach Level, which only a small number of schools have been 
awarded nationally reflecting the high quality science provision at RTS 
and the work which we do supporting other schools. 

 

Advent Celebrations  
The Church year begins again on Sunday 28th November with the sea-
son of Advent. It is an important period of preparation and reflection 

which can sometimes become lost in the rush to 
Christmas. 
At RTS we will be following the Spanish Posada tra-
dition when a figure of Mary and Joseph will journey 
to Bethlehem finding shelter in different classes 
across school. The classes will all keep a diary showing how they are caring 
for the family. 
We are also hoping to hold our Advent lantern procession and service at St 
John’s after school on Wednesday 1st December, more details to follow 
nearer the event. 

Parking  
Thank you to everyone who has been helping us to keep the roads around school safe for all of 
the families who travel to and from school everyday. 

We have been supported by the Police Community Support Team who 
have been dropping by on a regular basis to keep an eye on parking 
around school. 
With dark nights and bad weather approaching now is the time to remind 
everyone to park safely and considerately, stay off the zig zag lines and 
look after our wonderful lollipop man Bob who is wrapped up for the win-
ter and will be outside school morning and afternoon to see the children 
safely across Bilton Lane. 


