
Covid Update 
You will all be aware that the government has announced the end 
to legal restrictions regarding Covid-19. At RTS  we will continue to monitor the 
levels of Covid-19 in school and we will maintain systems in place to restrict the 
spread of the virus as we would with any infectious virus or bug in school.  
From 87% attendance levels at the height of the outbreak in the middle of this 
half term we have returned to expected levels of attendance, 98% on Friday 
11th February.  
Whilst we are still recording positive cases in school, levels are clearly falling 
and we are looking forward to being able to finally return to a position where we 
can plan clubs, activities and special events in school without the significant re-
strictions which have been in place over much of the last two years.  
A separate letter will outline the guidance which schools have been given with 
regard to what happens if children or staff test positive for Covid-19 after half 
term.  
I would like to thank all of our parents for their ongoing support over the period 
of the pandemic and I genuinely look forward to welcoming you into school in 
the near future.  

 

 February / March 2022 Spring Newsletter 2  

RICHARD TAYLOR    
CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY 

Inside this issue: 

Lockdown Updates  1 

Parent Consultation 

Evenings 

2 

 World Book Day 2 

Child Mental Health 

Week 

3 

Woeship News  4 

Fairtrade Fortnight 5 

News from the  

Classes 

6/7 

 

Staffing News 
Parents in Nidderdale are already aware that Mrs. Wake will be absent from 
school as she recovers from surgery which took place before half term. Many of 
you will know Mrs. Wake from her wonderful work with the choir and I am sure 
that you will join with me in wishing her a very swift recovery and a return to work. 
We look forward to welcoming Mrs Wake back to school in the very near future.  
 
In other news Mrs. Mattocks, one of the part time support staff who has been with 
the school for seven years in different roles has been appointed to a full time post 
at Goldsborough Primary School. She starts her new position after half term and I 
would like to thank Mrs. Mattocks for her hard work and commitment to the 
various roles which she has fulfilled during her time at RTS and I wish her the 
best of luck in her new position. 
 
I know that you will all be pleased to hear that Mrs. Simpson continues to make 
excellent progress as she recovers following surgery. We regularly send her 
messages of support and she would like to thank everyone who has been 
sending her messages of support. 
 
Finally, Mrs. Atkinson continues to receive treatment following an extended 
period of ill-health that was diagnosed during the Christmas holiday period. Whilst 
she is receiving the best possible treatment she is not well enough to begin a 
return to work as yet but we hope to see her back at school in the near future. I 
am sure that you will join with me in sending her our best wishes and prayers for 
a full recovery.  
I would like to thank all of the staffing team for their hard work during a half term 
during which they have shown huge commitment and flexibility in supporting 
colleagues who have been absent over the last half term.  

Key Dates  
Mon 21st Feb Fairtrade 

Fortnight 

Thurs 3rd March  World 

Book Day 

Mon 14th March British 

Science Week Begins 

Fri 18th March Comic 

Relief Day: Talent Show  

Mon 21st March Incredi-

ble Eggs arriving in 

school (Ducks) 

Mon 28th March World 

Autism Acceptance 

Week begins 

Wed 30th March Par-

ents Evening   

Thurs 31st March Par-

ents Evening  

Tues 5th April 2pm 

Community Tea 

Wed 6th April Yr5 to 

attend midweek eucha-

rist at St 10am 

Thurs 7th  April 1.15pm 

Whole School Service of 

Reflection 

Fri 8th April Easter Ser-

vice at St John’s  

School Closes for Easter 

2.15pm  



Thanks to the Friends of the school we are all looking 
forward to welcoming some very special visitors to 
school next half term. In March 2022 the team from incredible eggs will be bring-
ing a batch of duck eggs in an incubator ready to hatch. The children from every 
class will be able to watch this miracle of nature and spend time with the ducklings 
as we care for them before they are returned to the farm before the Easter break. 

Friends News  

 World Book Day 

World Book Day 2022 will take place on Thursday  3rd March during 
the first week back after half term.  
We will be celebrating the day in a range of ways with the children 
enjoying stories shared by different teachers, special activities and a 
worship time focused on engaging children in the love of reading. 
 
All of the children will receive their traditional £1 book voucher 
which can be used towards the purchase of any book including the 
specially published £1 children’s books available from a number of 
shops. 
 
We will not be dressing up as part of our celebrations this year. We 
have a planned non-uniform day for comic relief later in the month 
and whilst we all enjoy the opportunity to put on the fancy dress we 
recognise that for parents it will lead to additional costs and peer 
pressure at a time when we are aware how stretched family 
finances are.  
Please remember that Bilton and Woodfield library is open for business with a fantastic range of children’s 
books free to borrow.  

Parents Consultation Evenings  
The next scheduled parent’s consultation evenings will take place in the final week of the term. 
One of the challenges that we face as a school is to look forward to a time when all covid restrictions 
are removed and we can open our building to all parents; whilst at the same time retain some of the 
advantages and skills that we have developed over the last two years. 
 
We have received very positive feedback from parents regarding the use of the e-parents evening 
system. We recognise that using the system guarantees a time slot, removes the issue of childcare and 
parking as well as remaining confidential.  
Our plan is to retain the e-parents evening system for the spring term with the booking system 
operating in the same way as in previous years. If you have struggled to access your appointment 
previously or do not have access to the required technology please contact your class teacher who will 
arrange an appointment for you.  
 
We are committed to welcoming you back into the school building with the opportunity to look at your 
child’s work and appreciate the displays in classrooms and corridors. We recognise that some of our 
parents have not been inside school for some considerable time.  
To welcome you properly each class will be arranging an open session where parents can come into 
school and see what their child has been learning. If work commitments do not allow you the 
opportunity to join a welcome session your child’s teacher will arrange for work books to be sent home 
for an evening. 
 
In addition we are beginning to plan future celebrations which will involve parents joining the children 
for events that we have all missed over the last two years.  
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Big Spring Clean  
Every class in the school has been involved in a big spring clean across school 
over this half term, tidying drawers and cloakrooms across school. The library 
ambassadors have worked hard with Mrs Anthony to refresh the school’s library 
area which is now looking fantastic, new displays have been appearing around 
and even the staffroom is looking sparkling. 
As a reward for their efforts every class in the school is going to be given a plant 
for their classroom. They can choose from a yuka to a peace lilly with the only 
provision being that they care for their plant as a class. 

Plastic Recycling  
Thank you to everyone who has supported Miss Sherwood and her en-
vironmental ambassadors who have been collecting plastic and old toys 
for recycling. Thanks to the wonderful response of parents and children 
we have already filled both of our collecting boxes and they have been 
wrapped up ready for collection.  
 

 

New Appointment  
I am delighted to be able to inform parents that the governing body have recently appointed Mrs 
Hannah Mainwaring to join the office team as the school’s newest school administrator. 
She will be joining the existing team during this term as part of her induction training before taking over 
from Mrs Wood when she retires at the end of the spring term. I am sure that you will join with 
everyone at school in welcoming her to the staffing team at RTS.  

Child Mental Health Week News 
One of the most important areas of our work is supporting the mental health of our children. We celebrat-

ed Child Mental Health Week 2022 before half term with lots of activities designed to help the children 

recognise the importance of good mental health and how they can help themselves. The photograph 

shows children from Dentdale enjoing one of the activities completed.  

If you are worried about the issues surrounding your child’s mental health please talk to us and take the 

opportunity to explore some of the online resources available, see the links below. 

The Go-To Website – the home of wellbeing and mental health in North Yorkshire. The website helps 

young people find the right help and support to stay well, whatever is happening in their life 

Childline – free, confidential, anonymous 24/7 service for 
anyone under 19 in the UK with any issue including emo-
tional and mental health 
YoungMinds Textline – free, 24/7 text support for young 
people across the UK experiencing a mental health crisis, 
with texts answered by trained volunteers supported by 
experienced clinical supervisors. 
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Worship News  
The second half of the spring term will see the school celebrat-
ing a number of very special worship times.  
The theme for worship this term has been the Miracles of Je-
sus  . We have been joined by a wide range of leaders from the 
local faith communities who have led some wonderful worship 
times. The list of worship times are included in the key dates 
on page one. We are hoping that the special Easter Worship on 
the last day of term will be a celebration to which we can invite 
parents and grandparents who want to join us for what will be the first whole school celebration for two 
years and will mark a very special event in the history of the school. More details of this service will be 
announced nearer the time.   
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Road Safety News   
As a school we are very aware that the roads around RTS 
were not designed for the weight of traffic and parking 
needed. Our wonderful lollipop man Bob does an outstand-
ing job in helping to keep our children safe. We all have a 
part to play and one crucial thing that we can all do is re-
membering to park safely. Please do not park on double 
yellow lines and zig-zag markings outside school; 
they are there to keep our children safe. 
We have had a number of reports from concerned resi-
dents and parents who have witnessed dangerous parking. 
We are working with the police community support team 
to keep our roads safe but would remind everyone of the 
part that they have to play. Thank you.  

 Gardening News  
 
We have some very exciting gardening news to announce. Working with 
our local councilor, Matt Scott, we have been able to access a grant from 
the local authority to improve the range of gardening equipment availa-
ble for the children across school to use. With spring fast approaching 
we are looking forward to being able to give every child the opportunity 
to grow vegetables in our raised beds and new polytunnel. 
 
Inside school our hydroponic growing tower is flourishing despite the 
weather outside. The photograph shows some of the children from Cov-
erdale Class picking the salad leaves which have been grown on the tow-
er since Christmas.  
 
 

Yellow Jumper Winners  
Congratulations to the children who wore the yellow 
jumpers during the last week of last half term. We 
were also able to celebrate all of the wonderful super 
pupil winners chosen for their fantastic work over the 
last half term. 
Remember if you want to see photographs of every-
thing which happens in school then visit the school 
website and have a look at the school gallery which is 
updated regularly.  



 Wharfedale & Wensleydale News 
Wensleydale and Wharfedale thoroughly enjoyed a visit from Miles Hudson on Tuesday 15th February. 
Miles is the author of 'Postcards from space' among others and spoke to us about all things space. The 
children made their own telescopes using cardboard and lenses. The children were challenged to meas-
ure the focal length of each lense and combine the two focal lengths to find the length of their tele-
scope! Year 5/6 made it look very easy, as you can see from the photos below.  
The children then spent time discussing their own questions, such as 'Why are we sending rovers to 
Mars and not other planets?'  
We then spent the remaining time designing our Kepler Star wheels, encouraging the children to look 
up at the stars and spot various constellations.  
Their onward mission is to invent their own exoplanet and design a holiday poster for a trip there! 
What a treat! Special thanks to Mrs Crisell for arranging such an exciting opportunity.  
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Fairtrade Fortnight 2022 
Fairtrade Fortnight 2022 began during half term and we will be spending some time during the 

first week back looking at this year’s message.  

The focus for this year is ‘Choose the World You Want’ 
which asks the children to consider the impact of climate 
change on the growers of some of our favourite foods. 
The children will be thinking about how we can make a 
difference through the small changes which we can 
make at school.  

 

Comic Relief 2022 
Friday 14th March is national comic relief day. It is a day  
enjoyed by the children when it appears in our calendar, We 
will be holding a non-uniform day to raise the profile of this 
important charity and the children will be encouraged to wear 
red if they wish to. 
We will also be holding a very special ‘Talent Show’ where the 
best of every class will perform their skills for the rest of the 
school. 
We recognise that these are difficult financial times for many 
of our families. The recommended donation id £1 but this is a 
voluntary contribution and every child will participate in the 
days activities.  



Nidderdale and Swaledale News  
The children in both Nidderdale and Swaledale have 
been having a wonderful time investigating the prop-
erties of chocolate as part of their current unit of 
study.  
The children got the chance to design and create their 
own chocolate bars and will be visiting the York  
Chocolate Experience later this term. The photograph 
shows some of the children from Nidderdale about to 
enjoy their newly created chocolate bars.  
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Bishopdale News  
The children in Bishopdale Class had a  
fantastic day celebrating Chinese New Year.  
 
We enjoyed making our own Chinese food,  
using our fine motor skills to pick up noodles 
with tweezers, writing out names using  
Chinese symbols and making our own  
dragons.  
We enjoyed listening to music and making our 
dragons dance.  
Following this the children enjoyed sharing the 
story of Goldilocks and the Three Bears, thery 
made their very own porridge and were kind 
enough to share a big bowl with Mr Symonds 
which he ate all up!! 

 Ribblesdale News  
 
Ribblesdale are loving Forest School  
Fridays at Richard Taylor!  
The children have been making good use 
of our wildlife garden. They have been 
enjoying learning to work as a team,  
learning to be resilient when things go 
wrong,  
The children have learnt to be very crea-
tive and assess their own risks before be-
ginning a new activity. 
The class have also learnt to show appre-
ciation to and look after the natural world 
around them.  
Miss Sherwood has been incredibly proud 
of all the children and they have been 
chosen to represent RTS in a school of 
the week article which will shortly be  
appearing in the Harrogate Advertiser.  



 Clubs and Choir News  
The hope is that we will be able to begin to re-start a number of after school clubs in the near future in-
cluding the return of chess club. Information regarding clubs will be sent out by the staff at the appropri-
ate time.  
 
Currently, due to Mrs Wake’s ongoing recovery there will be no Choir Practice until further notice.  
 
Mrs Wake will contact choir members directly with her plans for the remainder of the spring term when 
she has successfully completed her recovery and return to work. 
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 Aliens News 

The children from Ribblesdale and Dentdale Classes 
have finished their study of space with a very special 
Aliens Day during the last week of the last half term. 

The photographs show some of the wonderful costumes 
worn by the children who produced some excellent work 
during their topic. Thank you to all of the staff who 
worked hard to plan and deliver such a special day and 
to all the parents for helping the aliens to dress up.  

 

Rainbow and Brownie News  
The local Rainbow and Brownie group are looking for adults who are willing to become volun-
teer helpers. There are lots of children at RTS who enjoy these groups but the they do need 
more help to be able to plan and run the fantastic activiteis which they do. 
 
It's so easy to register to volunteer with the Rainbows and Brownies 
by following the link below 
www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/become-a-volunteer/register-
your-interest 
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